



WILL INFORMATION FOR GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY

Your Last Will and Testament is a very fragile legal instrument and it should be cared for appropriately.  Any damage to the original document, whether unintentional (e.g. spills, rips, missing staples, etc.) or not (e.g., writing on it crossing out, etc.) may invalidate your entire Will.  Michigan will not accept a copy of your Will; your executor must have the original document.  Once you have signed your will, you should store it in a secure and safe place.  You have a number of different options that are available to you.  

Storing Your Will
Depositing your Original Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil with the Probate Court:
· A Grand Traverse County resident may deposit their Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil at the Grand Traverse County Probate Court.   

· Your Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil may be deposited by you or someone under your direction. 

· Your Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil must be deposited in a sealed #10 envelope (4 1/8"x9 1/2"), with the following information on the outside of the envelope. 

·     Full Name 

·     Complete Address 

·     Social Security Number 

· Your Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil envelope will be date stamped by the clerk. 

· Only Wills from Grand Traverse County residents may be filed with the Grand Traverse County Probate Court.   

· A $25 filing fee is required to deposit a Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil. 

· You will be given receipts for the deposit of the will and the filing fee.
Fireproof Storage:  Put the original Will in a sealed envelope in a safe place, preferably a fireproof container.

Safety Deposit Boxes:  Be careful if you plan to store your Will in a safety deposit box.  Most states require the box to be sealed upon your death.  It may take a court order to unseal the box, resulting in delays in the administration of your estate as well as additional fees. 

Additional Will Information
Copying Your Will:  It is not recommended that you make copies of your Will.  This is to prevent the fraudulent use of your Will.  However, if you do make a copy of your Will, please limit the number of copies you make.  The more copies you make, the harder it will be in the future to retrieve them all for destruction should you decide to make a new Will.  When copying your Will, do not remove the staples.  Additional staple holes may raise suspicion among beneficiaries and the court.  Any copies you make should clearly state "COPY" on every page.
Reviewing Your Will:  Review and consider updating your Will on an annual basis, or at the very least, upon marriage, divorce, birth of children, death of sole beneficiary, retiring, or a substantial change in financial circumstances.  Remember, when considering changes, do not write on or alter your original Will.

Prior Will:  If you have a prior Will, you may destroy it once the new Will is signed and executed.

Asset Overview:  Some of your assets/estate will pass outside of your Will.  Examples of this usually include your home, life insurance, some back accounts, etc.  I recommend that you make a list of all your assets to give your executor, with sufficient information to enable your executor to obtain information on behalf of your estate.  Many accounts and policies go uncollected each year because the executor was unaware of their existence.  However, such a list is very dangerous information and you should keep it locked away with your Will is a safe place.  Do not give this information to your executor in advance.  If you choose to make such a list, I recommend that you review/update it annually, both to obtain an overall assessment of your financial assets and facilitate the administration of your estate.  

Additional Estate Planning Documents

Advanced Medical Directive and Living Wills:  these documents should be placed in your medical records and/or given to your treating physician(s).  Make as many copies as you feel are necessary.  These documents do not expire; but it is a good idea to update them every five years so your family and friends will know that you have recently thought about what you would want to do should the need arise and you are personally unable to speak or communicate your desires.

Retrieving a Will Stored with the Probate Court
Retrieval of a Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil:


During your lifetime, you may retrieve your Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil at anytime from the Grand Traverse County Probate Court at no charge.  However, there is a $25.00 filing fee each time your Last will and Testament and/or Codicil is redeposited with the court. 
· In person:  To retrieve your Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil, you must present your name and personal identification, either your driver's license or state ID card.  You will be asked to sign a "Withdrawal of Will" form and a copy of your ID will be taken to attach to the form. 

· By another person:  If you are unable to present yourself personally to the Court, you may request your Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil, by completing the Authorization to Release Will held for Safekeeping, form PC 548.  Your designee shall present the Authorization form to the Court; present personal identification, by either their driver's license or state ID card before your Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil will be released. 

· By mail:  (a)  You may request your Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil, by completing the Authorization to Release Will Held for Safekeeping, form PC548, and mailing it to the Court.  (b)  To receive your Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil by mail you will have to include a check or money order payable to the Grand Traverse County Probate Court in the amount of $5.00.  Your Last Will and Testament and/or Codicil will then be mailed to you by certified mail, return receipt requested and addressee only.
Additional information can be obtained by containing Craig W. Elhart, P.C., for your free consultation.  Please call 1-800-968-4534 or 231-946-2420 for assistance.
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