



WILL WORKSHEET

Craig W. Elhart, P.C.

329 S. Union St.

Traverse City, MI 49684

231-946-2420
	Name
	First _______________ Middle _________ Last _________________ SSN____________

	Address
	Street:______________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________ State: _______ Zip Code: __________

Home Phone: ______________________ Cell Phone: ________________________

	Marital Status
	______ Single / Never Married                                       ______ First Marriage

______ Married/Previously Married/Widowed               ______ Divorced

Spouse’s Full Name: ___________________________________________________

	Children
	                                                                                         Family Status

           Name                                     Age                  (natural, adopted, step)

_________________________       _____              ___________________

_________________________       _____              ___________________

_________________________       _____              ___________________

_________________________       _____              ___________________



	Assets
	My approximate net assets equal more than $1,000,000         yes     no   (circle one)

	Real Estate
	I own real estate                                                                       yes     no   (circle one)

	Business
	I have a farm or family owned business                                  yes     no   (circle one)

Address: _______________________________________________________



	Requests & Beneficiaries
	(List specific bequest and beneficiaries, if any: cash, personal property, real property, etc., please indicate who should receive the bequest if the proposed beneficiary predeceases you.)

Specific Bequest                          Beneficiary                        Relationship

________________________     __________________      ________________

________________________     __________________      ________________

________________________     __________________      ________________

________________________     __________________      ________________

________________________     __________________      ________________



	Estate
	I give my estate:

______________ To my spouse outright.

______________ To my spouse outright.  If my spouse predeceases me, to my children and                    

                             their descendants.

______________ To someone as well as my spouse. _______% to my spouse                  

                              and __________% to _____________________________.

______________ To my children and their descendants.

______________ Disinherit my spouse (to the extent permitted by law.)

______________ To someone other than my spouse or children: ____________

                             Relationship to me: _________________________________

                             Provide any special instructions: _______________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

                             If any of the above predecease me and leave children, I want:

                             ______ The share of the deceased beneficiary to pass to their

                                          children, or

                             ______ To pass only to the surviving beneficiaries I have

                                          indicated above.

A beneficiary must have attained the age of 18 or 21 (circle one) to be entitled to receive a bequest outright or other ________ paid at the election of my Executor, or I will establish a testamentary trust.

(Note: Selecting an age greater than 21 can create an express trust, the administration of which can be expensive.)



	Type of Distributions:

Per Stirpes or Per Capita
	There are two means by which you can distribute your property to your beneficiaries. Under a per stirpes distribution, the total estate is divided equally by the number of your children who are either living or, if they have died, to their living issue at the time of your death (grandchildren split the share their deceased parent would have received.) Under a per capita distribution, the estate is divided equally among all living children (grandchildren share in the distribution only if none of your children are alive at your death.)

Per Stirpes (eligible grandchildren split deceased parent’s share.)

                                   Testator (deceased)

Child 1 (1/3)               Child 2 (deceased)                  Child 3 (deceased)

                                    Grandchild 1 (1/3)  Grandchild 2 (1/6) Grandchild 3 (1/6)

Per Capita (all living descendants share equally at the first generation with living descendants.



	
	                                             Testator (deceased)

Child 1 (1/2)               Child 2 (1/2)                  Child 3 (deceased)

                                                                    Grandchild 2 (0) Grandchild 3 (0)

I would like to distribute Per Stirpes __________ Per Capita ______________



	Personal Representative
	The personal representative is the person who makes sure your estate is settled upon your death. This may involve going through probate, which is a court-administered procedure for settling an estate.

Name of Personal Representative                                                 Relationship

Primary Per Rep: ________________________________          ___________________

Alternate Per Rep: _______________________________          ___________________



	Guardian
	(For Minor Children) Name and relationship of the Guardian I appoint to care for my minor children, if my spouse predeceases me:

Name of Guardian                                                                        Relationship

Primary Guardian: _______________________________          ___________________

Alternate Guardian: ______________________________          ___________________



	Trustee
	A trust sets aside an amount of money or other assets for a certain purpose. Basically the trustee manages the assets for the benefit of the designated beneficiary. The most common type of trust is one for the care of minor family members. Typically, you would designate the guardian of your child as the trustee. The trustee will have either absolute discretion to spend the money in the child’s interest or some limitations on how much money may be spent for what purpose. Trustees have fiduciary duties to ensure that the contents of the trust are invested in such a manner as to increase in value. A trustee can be held personally liable for any breach of these fiduciary duties. Another alternative is for the executor of your estate to provide funding for the care of your child without creating a trust. This may be the best option if your personal representative is also the guardian of your child.

Name of Trustee (If any)                                                             Relationship

Primary Trustee: ________________________________         ____________________

Alternate Trustee: _______________________________         ____________________



	Funeral Arrangements
	____________Burial       ________ Burial with Military Honors     ________ Cremation

Other (Please specify): ____________________________________________________



	
	OPTIONAL ANCILLARY DOCUMENTS



	Living Will
	A living will is not part of your will; rather it is an advance medical directive. This document becomes operative if your physician determines that you have a terminal, incurable, medical condition, and your life is only prolonged by means of artificially provided life support. Through your living will you can communicate a desire not to have your life prolonged through the use of artificial life support. The effectiveness of living wills in Michigan has become questionable since the passage of the Durable Power of Attorney. If you desire this option, please discuss your reasons with your attorney.



	Durable Power of Attorney for Health Care
	Another important health care document is the durable power of attorney for medical care. This document appoints someone to make medical decisions for you in the event that you cannot make your own medical decisions. The living will only addresses the issue of continued life support when you have a terminal condition, whereas this document gives the person you designate as your agent, authority to make a wide range of medical decisions on your behalf. It also gives your agent access to your medical information and authority to fully participate with your treating physicians in deciding the care to be provided to you. The person you designate should be someone you trust with life and death decisions. 

I would like a durable power of attorney:            Yes           No  (circle one)

Name of Primary Agent: _________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

Home Phone: __________________________________________________________

Name of Secondary Agent: _______________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

Home Phone: __________________________________________________________

     _________ I authorize my agent to donate my organs for transplants.

     _________ His/Her authority is to be limited to organ transplants, rather than giving 

                        broader authority to donate organs and tissue for other medical, educational,                   

                        and scientific purposes.



	Springing Durable Power of Attorney
	Your will enables you to dispose of your property as you wish after your death. While you are living, you have the right to decide what happens to that property, so long as you are of sound mind. But if you ever become incapacitated and are unable to handle your own affairs, a court order may revoke your right to manage your own money and appoint a guardian or conservator. To protect yourself from this eventuality, you can appoint an agent for yourself through a power of attorney.

A power of attorney is simply a written authorization for someone to act on your behalf, for whatever purpose you designate in writing. Ordinarily, a power of attorney expires if you become mentally disabled – the time when you need help the most. A springing durable general power of attorney can take effect when you become unable to manage your own personal and financial affairs and will last as long as you are alive or until you revoke it. As long as you are mentally competent, you can revoke a durable power of attorney whenever you like by simply destroying the document.

If you choose to have a springing durable general power of attorney, remember to name someone who you trust implicitly as your attorney-in-fact. You attorney-in-fact will have great authority over your affairs. Not only can he/she keep your affairs in order, but he/she has the potential to abuse this document at your expense and his/her gain.

I would like a Springing Durable General Power of Attorney:    Yes      No  (circle one)

I would like my spouse to act as my agent:                                  Yes      No   (circle one)



	
	Other:

Name of Primary Agent: ___________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: ____________________________________________________________

Name of Alternate Agent: __________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

Home Phone: ____________________________________________________________

If I want an alternate agent, I want:

     _______ The alternate agent to be a successor, acting only if the primary agent is 

                    incapacitated.

     _______ To require both agents to act jointly, unless one is incapacitated.

     _______ Both agents to have the authority to act separately.



	Additional Information
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