



WHAT TO DO IF BITTEN BY A DOG

After following the medical advice listed on in "Treatment of Injuries from Dog Bites" handout, you should try your best to identify the dog. If it was a stray, call the local animal control authorities immediately to see if they can find it and check it for rabies. Most domestic animals in America don't have rabies, but if this one does, you should start rabies shots as soon as possible. Authorities may also want to pick up a loose dog if it is deemed dangerously likely to attack, in order to avoid further attacks; identify any owner and if necessary, euthanize the dog. If the dog has an owner, ask that owner for its vaccination record. The dog may have to be quarantined to double-check it for rabies.

As soon as possible following the attack, you or someone you trust should document as much of the incident as possible. Write down the names of any witnesses to the attack; you may have to return to the scene and ask neighbors and regular passers-by whether they saw what happened. Take photographs of your wounds and the clothes you wore during the attack. Keep copies of all of the documents related to the incident, including medical bills, the dog's licensing information and any correspondence between you and the dog's owner. Write down conversations or comments you remember from the scene while they're still fresh in your mind.

The owner of the dog may be insured against dog bite lawsuits; it's likely that they have homeowner's or renter's insurance that covers dog bites. If that's the case, you may hear from the insurance company. Write down the name of the company, the claim number, the contact information of the person who called and the amount of coverage available to pay medical expenses. If you are considering filing a personal injury lawsuit related to the dog attack, don't accept a settlement or even discuss money with the insurance company. Just take down their contact information and bring it, along with the other facts related to the case, to a qualified dog bite attorney as quickly as possible.

Call Craig W. Elhart, P.C., at 1-800-968-4534 or (231) 946-2420, today to learn more about your rights. 
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