



What to do if involved in an accident

1.
Stay calm.  Do not panic or leave the scene. Protect your passengers and vehicle. Set  out flares to prevent additional accidents. 

2.
Call the police, ambulance or fire services.  Sometimes serious injuries are not readily apparent.  Do not guess, let the medical personnel do their job.    

3.
Obtain the following information from the other driver(s) involved: 

· name, 

· address, 

· phone number, 

· drivers license number (including expiration date), 

· license plate number, 

· registration, and 

· insurance information, including the specific insurance policy number.  

If the owner of the other vehicle involved in the auto accident is not the same as the driver, you should also obtain:

· the owner's name, 

· address, phone number, and 

· insurance information. 

4.
Get the names, addresses and phone numbers of all witnesses, including passengers in vehicles involved in the car accident. 

5.   
Photograph the Scene – If you have a camera, take pictures of the accident scene, if you can do so safely.  If possible, take photos from multiple angles and locations.  Be sure to photograph:

· Vehicle damage 

· Injured drivers/passengers 

· Skid marks on the roadway, next to a measuring stick, shoe or other object so that the size of the marks can be estimated.  This is important because skid marks fade within days. 

· The roadway or intersection where the accident occurred 

If you do not have the ability at the crash site to take pictures, you may want to return to the site, as soon as you are able, to take pictures.  Documenting the site and the surrounding area helps to preserve what the area looked like at the time of the crash.  This is extremely important if changes can or are going to be made to the site, (i.e. road commission fixes road, snow removed, or fixtures changed).

6.       Cooperate with Police - Avoid speaking with anyone, other than police, about your car accident.  Do not accept responsibility for the accident and do not blame others.  Speak with an attorney before accepting responsibility for the accident.

7.       Do not Leave the Scene of the Accident – unless you are being transported to the emergency room by ambulance, or until the police have authorized you to depart.
8.
If possible, make note of the following information:

· All injuries that you or your passenger(s) experienced as a result of the accident. 

· The exact location where the accident occurred. 

· The time, weather conditions and direction motor vehicles were traveling at the time of the accident. 

· A description of how the accident occurred. 

· Nature of any damage to vehicles that existed before the accident.  For example, broken tail lights or bad tires. 

· Nature of any damage to vehicles that occurred as a result of the accident, including whether any vehicles had to be towed from the scene. 

· Statements by other drivers admitting responsibility for the accident. 

· Statements by other drivers or passengers indicating that they were not injured as a result of the accident.

· Name, badge number and phone number of all police officers involved in the investigation.

· Your observations as to whether any drugs or alcohol contributed to the accident in any way.  Describe the behavior of those under the influence and insist on a breath test if you suspect alcohol is involved.

· The nature of any traffic tickets issued by police at the accident scene.

9.
Promptly notify your insurance company that you were in an auto accident and ask that they start a Personal Injury Protection (PIP) file.  Make sure that you request your claim number.

10.
If you were involved in a hit-and-run accident, you must still file a police report and notify your insurance company immediately.  Some insurance policies require you to give notice of a claim within 30 days of any accident involving an unidentified driver 

11.
If you are involved in an automobile accident and the driver/owner of the car that struck you did not have automobile insurance (which is a violation of Michigan law), immediately notify your own insurance company that you are claiming your rights to any uninsured and/or underinsured motorist coverage.  Some insurance companies require prompt notice of these claims, and reserve the right to deny benefits to those who do not follow the strict regulations of their policies. 

12.
Document all your injuries and those of your passengers.  There are many injuries that are not readily apparent at the time of an automobile accident.  Be sure to make a complete list of all injuries that you and your passengers have experienced because of the accident.  Be sure to put the minor ones as these may be signs or symptoms of larger more serious problems.

13.
If any injured person is covered by Medicare or Medicaid, be sure to contact the appropriate office to notify them of the accident and the potential for a claim.  Please note that any costs paid by Medicare or Medicaid must be reimbursed from any settlement that is obtained.  

If you or a loved one was involved in a motor vehicle accident, contact Craig W. Elhart, P.C., at 1-800-968-4534 or (231) 946-2420 for a free consultation to discuss your rights.
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